
Wildlife Overpass FAQs 

1. What is the deal with this new wildlife overpass I’ve been hearing about?  
The new overpass in Parleys Canyon is the first of its kind in Utah – spanning six lanes of 
interstate, designed and built specifically for wildlife. Approximately 50 feet wide and 320 feet 
long, the overpass has rocks, boulders and logs to mimic the surrounding landscape. 
 
UDOT and The Utah Division of Wildlife Resources (UDWR) have worked together with the 
community to make this crossing a reality. Construction began in April 2018 and concluded in 
December. 
 

2. Why was this overpass built? 
The overpass was built as part of UDOT’s overall efforts, working in conjunction with cattle 
guard and wildlife fencing, to increase safety for drivers on this busy stretch of I-80. These 
improvements were made to reduce collisions between vehicles and wildlife, especially the 
large mammals in the area such as moose, elk and deer. 
 
Drivers have reported more than 100 wildlife collisions in the general area over the past two 
years. The number of unreported wildlife collisions is estimated at nearly four times that. This 
overpass is the latest step in UDOT and UDWR’s collaboration over the past 10 to 15 years to 
reduce the high number of wildlife-vehicle-collisions on I-80 between Mtn. Dell and Jeremy 
Ranch.  
 

3. Where is the wildlife overpass located? How was that determined? 
The overpass is located just west of Parleys Summit (MP 141) on I-80, at the border of Salt Lake 
and Summit County. The location was chosen due to the high volume of wildlife-vehicle 
collisions and the lack of current or future development on both sides of I-80.  
 
UDOT coordinated with UDWR on the wildlife issues and specific aspects of the project including 
wildlife migration patterns and habitat, overpass location and length and width requirements. 
 

4. Are the animals going to use the overpass? How will they know to use it?   
Within a week of completion, we received reports from local residents of moose utilizing the 
overpass. We are optimistic that a good portion of the wildlife in the area will use the bridge but 
do expect it could take some time for them to learn and to teach their young to cross. This 
project installed wildlife fencing on each side of the overpass in an effort to keep the animals off 
the highway and lead them to the crossing.  
 

5. How will we know if it works?  
UDOT and UDWR are committed to closely monitoring animal activity on the overpass to 
measure animal crossings and determine effectiveness. Cameras have been installed on the 
overpass to help us understand the animals’ patterns and behavior.  
 



UDWR’s ongoing Wildlife Migration Initiative will help inform about big game movements and 
migration patterns throughout this area as well. This should help identify critical lands important 
to protect and may provide insight to additional areas where wildlife crossing structures are 
needed.   
 

6. Will it be safe for animals to cross when snow accumulates?  
Animals falling off the bridge is not a concern. There are parapet walls on each side of the bridge 
that are 50 inches tall. If the snow was ever to accumulate more than 50 inches at a time, the 
wind would blow the excess snow off of the overpass. In addition, the walls each have six foot 
tall fencing on top of them – further preventing any possible animals from falling over.  
The overpass itself gets great sun exposure and is equipped with a top of the line drainage 
system to quickly remove any water from melting snow.  
 

7. Can I use the overpass?  
The public is encouraged to keep the overpass wild in order to make it most effective. Human 
and domestic animal use of the overpass and the area surrounding the overpass may result in 
wildlife avoiding the area. Help us keep the wildlife overpass wild! (Video link)  
 

8. Can hunters use the overpass? 
The overpass is for wildlife use only. The land on both sides of the crossing is privately owned, 
meaning that people in the area without express permission would be trespassing. Punishment 
and/or penalties are handled by local law enforcement.   
 
Utah state codes provide additional restrictions, putting limits on acceptable areas to use a 
firearm and on the allowable distance from structures and roadways for hunting. Review state 
codes here: (link to Utah State Codes)  


